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SERMON,  fee* 


Our  sufficiency  is  of  God. — 2  Cor.  iii.  latter  part  of  the  5th  verse. 

Many  and  conclusive  are  the  evidences  by  which  it  has 
pleased  God  to  establish  the  truth  of  our  holy  religion.  But 
there  is,  perhaps,  none  more  striking  than  that  deduced  from 
the  manner  in  which  our  blessed  Lord  addressed  the  first 
heralds  of  the  Cross,  in  reference  to  the  difficulty  and  danger 
of  the  work  in  which  they  were  about  to  engage,  and  from 
the  fortitude  and  unwavering  constancy  with  which  they 
executed  their  high  commission,  and  encountered  those  trials 
which  Christ  forewarned  them  they  would  have  to  endure. 
Remembering  whom  I  am  addressing,  I  feel  that  little  need 
be  said  in  illustration  of  this  argument,  except  as  introductory 
to  the  subject  of  this  discourse.  An  impostor,  in  order  to 
gather  followers  around  him,  and  to  secure  their  devotion, 
would  not  only  have  appealed  to  the  self-righteous  pride,  or 
corrupt  passions  of  our  nature,  but  he  would  have  taken  care 
not  to  represent  his  service  as  involving  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinual self-denial,  and  would  have  cautiously  abstained  from 
the  use  of  language  likely  to  excite,  in  the  minds  of  his  disci- 
ples, fears  of  personal  danger,  and  even  of  death  itself,  as  the 
certain  consequences  of  adherence  to  his  cause.  But  we  know 
that  our  blessed  Lord  pursued  a  directly  opposite  course. — - 
Not  only  did  He,  with  the  hand  of  Divine  authority,  lay  the 
axe  to  the  root  of  human  pride  and  passion,  not  only  did  He 
expose  the  delusion  of  all  human  pretence  to  merit  in  the 
sight  of  a  heart-searching  God,  while  He  exhorted  His  dis- 
ciples to  aim  at  that  perfection  which  is  the  attribute  of  God 


himself,  but  He  declared  that  if  any  man  would  come  after 
Him,  "he  must  take  up  his  Cross  daily."  And  especially 
when  the  twelve  were  commissioned  to  go  forth  in  His  name, 
they  were  distinctly  apprised  of  the  perils  they  would  have  to 
encounter,  and  the  sufferings  they  would  be  called  on  to  en- 
dure. He  assured  them,  indeed,  of  the  perpetuity  of  His 
Church,  so  that  at  no  period  would  its  light  be  wholly  extin- 
guished, or  "the  gates  of  hell  prevail  against  it."  (Mat.  xvi. 
18.)  He  gave  them,  too,  His  animating  promise  that  He 
would  be  "with  them  always  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world" 
(Mat.  xxviii.  20);  and  He  encouraged  them  to  look  i  or  ward 
to  the  time,  when,  after  having  proclaimed  His  truth,  and 
established  His  Church,  and  kindled,  amidst  the  moral  dark- 
ness of  this  world,  that  celestial  light,  which,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  was  never  to  be  extinguished,  they  should  reap  their 
eternal  reward  in  His  kingdom  in  heaven,  and  be  acknowledged 
by  Him  in  the  presence  of  His  Father  and  the  Holy  Angels; 
but  meanwhile,  He  told  them,  that  in  their  journey  towards 
the  crown  they  must  daily  bear  the  Cross ;  that  their  course 
should  be  one  of  obloquy,  suffering,  and  death ;  "  that  they 
should  be  hated  of  all  nations  for  His  name"  (Mat.  xxiv.  9), 
"that  they  should  be  persecuted  from  city  to  city"  (Mat.  x. 
23),  and  that  the  time  was  coming  when  "  whosoever  killed 
them  would  think  that  he  did  God  service."  (John  xvi.  2.) 
And  if  we  consider  the  conduct  pursued  by  those  whom 
Christ  addressed  in  these  terms  of  (as  far  as  all  worldly  con- 
siderations are  concerned)  extreme  discouragement,  our  per- 
suasion of  the  Divine  origin  of  Christianity  will  be  still  further 
strengthened;  for  we  behold  them  going  forth  at  the  command 
of  Christ,  in  the  face  of  that  persecution  of  which  they  were 
forewarned,  suffering  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  patiently 
enduring  every  extremity  of  "  tribulation  and  distress,  and 
persecution,  and  famine,  and  nakedness,  and  peril,  and  sword" 
(Rom.  viii.  35);  and  this  they  did,  not  for  the  sake  of  any 
personal  or  national  prejudices,  for  these  all  lay  the  other  way, 
— not  impelled  by  a  blind  zeal  or  fanatical  enthusiasm,  which 
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can  produce  their  lists  of  martyrs  without  deriving  any  credit 
from  their  death, — not  for  the  sake  of  mere  opinions,  which 
men  will  often  sooner  die  than  yield, — but  in  testimony  of 
their  belief  of  facts  of  which  they  were  themselves  witnesses. 
The  chief  of  these  was  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead. 
And,  therefore,  while  they  went  forth  preaching-  Jesus  and 
the  resurrection,  they  were  able  to  say,  "That  which  we  have 
heard,  which  we  have  seen  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have 
looked  upon,  and  our  hands  have  handled,  of  the  word  of  life, 
declare  we  unto  you."  (I  John  i.  1.)  Thus  they  bore  their 
testimony  as  persons  who  had  been  eyewitnesses  of  the  great 
facts  on  which  the  scheme  of  Christian  truth  is  founded,  and 
they  hesitated  not  to  seal  this  solemn  testimony  with  their 
blood.  It  was  by  such  a  ministry  as  this, — a  ministry  habi- 
tuated to  trials  and  difficulties, — that  the  Church  of  Christ 
was  every  where  established,  "  built  upon  the  foundation  of 
the  Apostles  and  Prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the 
chief  corner-stone ;"  and  so  securely  were  its  foundations  laid, 
that  although  the  whole  world,  Jewish  and  Gentile,  combined 
in  a  common  association  in  order  to  overthrow  it,  although 
the  whole  weight  of  the  Roman  Empire  was  brought  to  bear 
in  order  to  effect  its  extermination, — ten  fierce  persecutions 
having  been  publicly  authorised  during  the  three  first  centu- 
ries, the  last  of  ten  years'  duration, — and  although  after  the 
Empire  received  Christianity  as  the  religion  of  the  State,  the 
assaults  of  heresy  were  no  less  perilous  to  the  existence  of  the 
Church  than  the  violence  of  former  persecution,  it  has,  by  the 
preserving  care  of  its  Great  Head,  survived  every  danger,  and 
triumphed  over  all  opposition,  and  come  down  to  us,  with  all 
its  essential  features,  its  doctrines,  discipline,  and  worship, 
preserved  inviolate  and  untouched. 

But  though,  in  the  providence  of  God,  persecution  is  no 
longer  permitted  to  rage  against  the  followers  and  Ministers 
of  Christ,  or  the  arm  of  civil  power  put  forth  in  order  to  ex- 
terminate the  Church  of  God,  yet  those  to  whom  He  has  com- 
mitted the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  have  still  to  contend  with 
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much  of  difficulty  and  discouragement  in  the  execution  of 
their  sacred  office; — and  faith,  and  patience,  and  self-denial, 
are  qualifications  as  essential  in  the  Ministers  of  Christ  now, 
as  when  the  infant  Church  first  struggled  for  existence.  But, 
blessed  be  God,  if  our  office  be  an  arduous  one,  if  trials  and 
difficulties  abound,  so  "our  consolation  also  aboundeth  in 
Christ;"  and  those  grounds  of  support  are  graciously  provided 
for  us,  through  which  we  are  enabled  to  be  "stedfast,  im- 
moveable, always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  foras- 
much as  we  know  that  our  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

To  these  two  points  then,  Reverend  brethren,  viz.,  1.  The 
difficulties  and  discouragements  attendant  upon  the  sacred 
Ministry,  and,  2.  The  support  and  encouragement  held  out 
to  those  whom  God  has  called  to  exercise  it,  I  now  purpose, 
in  humble  dependence  upon  the  Divine  blessing,  to  address 
myself.  I  shall  do  so  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  solemnity  of 
this  occasion,  on  which  the  Clergy  of  this  vast  and  important 
Diocese,  after  three  years  more  of  toils  and  trials,  are  assem- 
bled, at  the  summons  of  our  venerated  Diocesan,  to  receive 
the  Episcopal  charge  and  benediction.  And  though,  in  such 
an  assemblage  as  this,  I  cannot  hope  to  say  any  thing  that 
shall  add  to  the  information  of  those,  whom  it  is  my  high  pri- 
vilege to  be  permitted  to  address,  it  may  be,  perhaps,  that  the 
consideration  of  points  in  which  we  are  all  so  deeply  interested, 
— however  feebly  and  imperfectly  they  be  treated, — may,  by 
the  Divine  blessing,  contribute  in  some  degree  to  stir  up  the 
gift  that  is  in  us,  and  to  strengthen  our  determination  of  serv- 
ing before  Him  faithfully,  to  the  glory  of  His  Name,  and  the 
edification  of  His  Church. 

And,  first,  in  treating  concerning  the  difficulty  and  dis- 
couragements connected  with  the  sacred  Ministry,  I  might 
well  be  content  to  confine  my  observations  to  the  solemn 
nature  of  the  office  itself,  and  the  responsibility  which  attaches 
to  it.  For  surely,  to  be  invested  with  a  Ministry  derived  from 
God, — to  be  the  ambassadors  of  Christ  to  our  fellow-men,  to 
treat  with  them  concerning  their  reconciliation  with  God, — 
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to  be  ordained,  as  it  is  expressed  by  Bishop  Pearson,  "  to  in- 
tercede between  God  and  His  people,  to  send  up  prayers  to 
God  for  them,  to  bless  them  in  the  name  of  God,  to  teach  the 
doctrine  of  the  Gospel,  to  administer  the  Sacraments  insti- 
tuted by  Christ;  to  perform  all  things  necessary  for  the  per- 
fecting of  the  Saints,  for  the  work  of  the  Ministry,  for  the 
edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ;"  # — or,  to  use  the  deeply 
solemn  language  of  our  own  Ritual,  "to  be  messengers, 
watchmen,  and  stewards  of  the  Lord,  to  teach  and  to  pre- 
monish,  to  feed  and  provide  for  the  Lord's  family,  to  seek  for 
Christ's  sheep  that  are  dispersed  abroad,  and  for  his  children 
who  are  in  the  midst  of  this  naughty  world,  that  they  may  be 
saved  through  Christ  for  ever."  f  And  while  doing  this,  to 
feel  that  as  to  some  we  may  humbly  hope  to  be  "  the  savour 
of  life  unto  life,"  to  others  we  may  be  "the  savour  of  death 
unto  death,"  (2  Cor.  ii.  16);  and  that,  humanly  speaking, 
upon  our  faithfulness  or  unfaithfulness  depends  the  salvation 
or  destruction  of  those  amongst  whom  we  minister, — surely 
this  is  enough,  when  contrasted  with  our  own  inherent  weak- 
ness, to  cast  down  the  strongest,  beneath  an  overwhelming 
sense  of  the  arduous  nature  of  our  office,  and  might  well  de- 
mand that  a  whole  discourse  should  be  devoted  to  enlarge 
upon,  and  apply  the  consolation  contained  in  the  cheering 
words,  "Our  sufficiency  is  of  God."  But  it  is  to  the  exterior 
difficulties  and  discouragements  attending  our  Ministry,  that 
I  now  more  particularly  invite  your  attention;  and  these, 
brethren,  you  will,  I  think,  agree  with  me  in  ascribing  to  the 
natural  enmity  of  the  human  mind  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus.  There  is,  indeed,  inherent  in  all  men,  a  yearning 
after  truth ;  the  mind  at  once  rejects  what  it  sees  to  be  false, 
— it  is  dissatisfied  with  what  is  doubtful, — nor  does  it  derive 
full  satisfaction  even  from  probability,  however  this  may  suf- 
fice to  determine  the  conduct, — it  yearns  after  what  is  true, — 
and  hence,  in  physical  and  mathematical  science,  proof  and 


*  Pearson  on  The  Creed,  Art.  8. 

f  Sec  Form  for  the  Ordering  of  Priests. 
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demonstration  yield  the  mind  the  highest  degree  of  pleasure 
and  delight,  because  they  afford  that  absolute  certainty,  based 
on  the  deductions  of  human  reason,  which  the  human  mind 
longs  for.  But  in  spiritual  things  it  is  otherwise;  for  Divine 
authority  assures  us,  that  "  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him; 
neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  dis- 
cerned," (1  Cor.  ii.  14).  Their  nature,  and  excellence,  and 
beauty,  are  appreciated  only  through  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  upon  the  heart,  dispelling  natural  prejudice,  and 
giving  it  to  see  "  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,"  (2  Cor.  iv.  6).  And  the 
first  reason  which  I  will  venture  to  assign,  in  order  to  account 
for  this  prejudice  against  spiritual  things,  is,  that  they  are 
imperceptible  by  the  eye  of  sense,  and  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  subject  them  to  any  process  or  experiment  by  which  their 
reality  shall  be  ascertained.  We  are  called  upon  to  credit 
them  with  implicit  faith  in  the  naked  declarations  and  pro- 
mises of  God.  In  the  things  of  this  life,  surrounded  and  soli- 
cited as  we  are  by  sensible  objects,  we  are  affected  chiefly  by 
what  we  see.  "The  natural  man  is  immersed  in  sense. — 
Nothing  takes  hold  of  his  mind  but  what  applies  immediately 
to  sense."*  Heaven  and  hell,  judgment  and  eternity,  cannot 
be  brought  before  the  bodily  eye;  nor  can  God's  promise  of 
pardon  to  the  penitent,  or  the  sanctifying  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  be  subjected  to  any  sensible  test.  "We  look 
not,"  says  the  Apostle,  "at  the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at 
the  things  which  are  not  seen ;  for  the  things  which  are  seen 
are  temporal,  but  the  things  which  are  not  seen  are  eternal," 
(2  Cor.  iv.  18).  Again,  "We  walk  by  faith,  not  by  sight," 
(2  Cor.  v.  7).  "  Faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen," 
(Heb.  xi.  1).  Hence,  to  the  end  of  our  course,  we  have  to 
take  God's  promises  upon  trust.  We  have,  while  in  the  midst 
of  a  world  that  we  see,  to  live  for  a  world  that  we  do  not,  and 
cannot  sec  until  after  death;  and,  like  God's  saints  of  old,  we 


*  Paley's  Sermon  on  Meditating  on  Religion. 
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have  to  yield  up  our  latest  breath,  "not  having  received  the 
promises,  but  still  persuaded  of  them,  and  embracing  them, 
and  confessing  that  we  are  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the 
earth,"  (Heb.  xi.  1$).  Thus  then,  brethren,  we  see  that  the 
spiritual  character  of  the  religion  of  which  we  are  Ministers, 
would  in  itself  be  enough  to  render  our  task  a  hopeless  one, 
were  it  not  that  "  our  sufficiency  is  of  God." 

But  again,  in  delivering  the  message  with  which  we  are 
charged,  we  have  to  address  men  as  fallen,  guilty,  corrupt, 
and  under  the  wrath  of  God,  and  while  we  point  them  to  the 
atonement  aud  righteousness  of  Christ  as  the  sole  procuring 
cause  of  our  pardon  and  reconciliation  with  God,  we  have  to 
show  them  that  in  themselves  they  are  utterly  devoid  of  righ- 
teousness and  strength,  and  that  "we  are  accounted  righteous 
before  God,  only  for  the  merit  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by 
faith,  and  not  for  our  works  or  deservings."*  This,  brethren, 
is  a  truth  which,  while  it  contains  within  it  the  essence  of  the 
Gospel,  has  ever  been  unpalatable  to  human  pride.  In  the 
Apostle's  day  it  was  one  of  the  main  obstacles  to  his  success 
that  men  went  about  "  to  establish  their  own  righteousness, 
not  submitting  themselves  to  the  righteousness  of  God'* 
(Rom.  x.  3);  and  to  the  present  hour,  one  of  the  great  diffi- 
culties with  which  the  Minister  of  Christ  has  to  contend  in 
bringing  sinners  unto  God,  continues  to  be  the  innate  self- 
righteousness  of  the  human  heart. 

But  while  this  spirit,  whether  in  an  active  or  dormant  state, 
naturally  exists  in  all  men,  neither  is  it,  any  more  than  the 
cause  previously  assigned,  the  only  impediment  to  our  suc- 
cess. For  alas  !  painful  experience  proves  to  us,  that  there 
may  be  a  high  sounding  profession,  and  not  only  a  ready  ad- 
mission of  the  insufficiency  of  human  merit,  but  such  seeming 
sensitiveness  on  this  point,  as  to  ascribe  the  careful  observ- 
ance of  duty,  and  especially  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Church, 
to  a  legal  and  self-righteous  spirit,  while  at  the  same  time, 
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there  is  an  utter  absence  of  that  self-denial  which  is  required  of 
those  who  would  be  Christ's  disciples  indeed.  And  if  we  put 
aside  the  course  thus  pursued  by  too  m:iny  religious  profes- 
sors and  contemplate  the  objects  which  those,  to  whom  we 
address  ourselves,  naturally  pursue,  do  we  not  find  them  to 
be  wealth,  pleasure,  ease,  self-aggrandizement,  or  self-grati- 
fication, not  to  speak  of  those  things  on  which  the  word  of 
God  has  more  legibly  stamped  the  character  of  sin ;  and  then 
when  we  place  in  contrast  to  this  state  of  things  the  solemn 
and  emphatic  words  of  Christ,  "If  any  man  will  come  after 
me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  daily  and  fol- 
low me:"  (Luke  ix.  23.)  the  difficulty  with  which  we  have 
to  contend  in  bringing  men  into  subjection  to  religious  truth, 
becomes  obvious.  The  mind  is  pre-occupied.  The  care  of 
this  world,  and  the  deceitfulness  of  riches,  and  the  lusts  of 
other  things  entering  in  choke  the  word,  and  it  becometh 
unfruitful.  Christ  calls  for  self-denial :  man,  for  self-indul- 
gence. And  these  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other,  so  that 
too  often,  when  the  Minister  of  Christ  delivers  his  Master's 
message,  he  finds  in  those  whom  he  addresses,  that  love*  of 
sin,  and  dislike  of  self-denial,  which  impel  them  to  reject  it. 

Such,  then,  Brethren,  are  the  ordinary  obstacles  that  pre- 
sent themselves  in  the  way  of  the  successful  execution  of  our 
sacred  office.  Wherever  the  ministerial  office  is  exercised, 
and  the  truth  of  Christ  proclaimed,  there  these  obstacles  ex- 
ist, for  human  nature  is  every  where  the  same ;  but  besides 
these,  there  are  generally  others  also  of  a  local  nature,  and  to 
some  of  this  class  it  may  not  be  amiss,  that  I  should  here  for 
a  few  moments  ask  your  indulgent  attention.  I  will  not  stop 
to  advert  to  the  unfavourable  manner  in  which,  in  a  new 
country  like  this,  an  over  eager  desire  for  the  possession  of 
property,  engendered  by  the  facilities  of  acquiring  it,  bears 
upon  the  spiritual  welfare  of  its  inhabitants, — how  an  inordi- 
nate pursuit  of  this  world's  good,  and  a  constant  spirit  of 
speculation,  with  its  feverish  anxieties  and  calculations,  and 
not  unfrequently  pecuniary  embarrassment, — its  attendant 
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punishment, — absorbs  the  mind,  and  leaves  neither  time  nor 
thought  for  the  care  of  the  soul,  for  the  loss  of  which  the  gain 
of  the  whole  world  would  be  no  recompense.  Passing  from 
this  point,  on  which  time  will  not  permit  me  to  dwell,  I  come 
to  one  of  our  greatest  discouragements,  I  mean  the  divisions 
existing  among  professing  Christians,  and  the  ignorance  too 
generally  prevalent  of  the  nature  and  constitution  of  Christ's 
visible  Church,  or  rather,  perhaps  I  should  say,  the  prejudi- 
ces industriously  instilled  upon  this  important  subject;  for 
not  only  is  religious  division  sinful  in  itself,  not  only  does  it 
seriously  impede  the  diifusion  of  true  religion,  and  prove  the 
fruitful  parent  of  strife  and  dissension,  but  the  ignorance  of 
the  true  doctrine  of  the  Church,  from  which  it  springs,  leads 
to  a  denial  of  that  authority,  which  belongs  to  the  duly  or- 
dained Minister  of  Christ,  or  at  least  to  a  want  of  that  rever- 
ence for  his  ministrations,  without  which  those  who  attend 
them  cannot  expect  to  profit.  Accordingly  when  God's  ap- 
pointed Minister  goes  forth  for  the  first  time  into  a  new  part 
of  the  country,  he  finds  a  state  of  things  which  may  well  cast 
him  down ;  he  finds  that  (except  by  those  members  of  the 
Church  whose  attachment  to  her  communion  has  survived 
their  destitution  of  her  ordinances,)  a  ready  volubility,  and  a 
confident  assertion  of  being  sent  by  the  Spirit,  are  heid  to 
constitute  an  ordination  quite  as  good,  if  not  better,  than  his 
own ; — that  the  Sacraments  are  considered  to  be  both  as  regu- 
larly and  as  validly  administered  by  some  self-appointed 
teacher,  as  by  one  who  had  received  a  lawful  authority  to 
dispense  them ; — and  that  the  crude  and  too  often  irreverent 
effusions  of  a  private  spirit  are  deemed  to  constitute  a  purer 
worship  than  that  form  of  sound  words  compiled  by  those 
martyred  Bishops  and  Reformers  of  our  Church,  to  whom 
they  who  form  this  judgment,  are  indebted  for  the  very  Pro- 
testantism which  they  abuse,  and  for  the  very  Scriptures 
which  they  pervert  in  order  to  oppose  or  malign  that  Church 
for  which  those  Martyrs  bled.  Nor  does  the  evil  or  discou- 
ragement stop  here ;  for,  Sectarianism  having  cast  off  all  re- 
Bc2 


gard  for  the  unity  of  the  Church,  has  no  principle  of  consist- 
ency within  itself,  and  sect  splits  off  from  sect,  until  division 
and  confusion  have  become  so  grievous  and  interminable,  that 
even  the  more  respectable  societies  which  have  forsaken  the 
communion  of  the  Church  have  become  conscious  of  the  evil, 
but  which,  having  themselves  set  the  example,  they  cannot 
now  hope  to  cure. 

Under  discouragements  of  this  and  other  kinds,  it  is  but 
natural  that  we  should  look  for  the  support  of  the  influential 
laity  of  the  Church.  But  here,  brethren,  although  there  are 
many  bright  exceptions,  do  we  not  often  find  disappointment 
where  we  looked  for  hope  ?  Do  we  not  often  find  some,  of 
whom  we  ought  to  expect  better,  sacrificing  the  principles  of 
consistent  Churchmanship  to  the  acquisition  of  a  hollow  popu- 
larity, and  by  their  conduct  and  example  neutralizing  to  a 
great  degree  the  principles  we  inculcate  ?  Thus,  one,  after 
praying  on  the  Sabbath  against  the  sin  of  schism,  and  with 
all  the  evils  of  religious  division  before  his  eyes,  presides,  or 
assists,  on  the  week-day  at  a  meeting  convened  to  propagate 
it.  Another,  calling  himself  a  Protestant,  contributes  to  the 
diffusion  of  Romish  error.  A  third  evinces  his  liberality  by 
occasional  attendance  on  the  ministrations  of  dissent;  while 
many  others,  in  stations  of  high  executive  or  legislative 
authority,  would  rather  destroy  a  great  seat  of  learning,  than 
permit  their  own  Church  to  retain  some  slight  privilege  in  a 
University  originally  chartered  as  her  own;  and  refuse  either 
to  allow  the  Church  the  management  of  the  remnant  of  her 
own  property  that  jealousy  has  left  her;  or  to  give  her  so 
much  control  in  the  matter  of  public  education,  as  would  suf- 
fice to  secure  the  religious  instruction  of  her  own  children,  in 
accordance  with  her  own  faith.  And  that,  though  in  making 
these  demands,  the  Church  asks  for  nothing  unjust,  nothing 
exclusive;  "a  Church,  which,"  to  use  the  words  of  Dr.  South, 
"as  it  is  obedient  to  the  civil  power,  without  any  treacherous 
distinctions  or  reserves,  so  would  be  glad  to  have  the  counte- 
nance and  protection  of  that  power  in  return  for  her  hearty 
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obedience  to  it;  though,  after  all,  if  it  cannot  be  protected  by 
it,  it  is  yet  resolved  to  be  peaceable  and  quiet  under  it,  and 
while  it  parts  with  every  thing  else,  to  hold  fast  by  its 
integrity."  # 

Bear  with  me  now  further,  Reverend  Brethren,  while  I 
refer  to  one  other  cause  of  perplexity  and  discouragement, 
before  I  pass  on  to  the  remaining  portion  of  this  discourse, 
I  allude  to  the  distressing  accounts  which  you  have  from  time 
to  time  seen,  of  the  departure  of  a  few,  and  thanks  be  to  God 
of  but  a  few,  of  the  Clergy  of  our  Church,  from  her  pure  and 
primitive  faith,  to  the  corrupt  communion  of  the  Church  of 
Rome.  The  movement  which  of  late  years  has  taken  place 
in  our  Church  has,  I  firmly  believe,  been  attended  with 
many  beneficial  results;  but  there  has  seldom  occurred  any 
great  movement,  without  being,  through  the  infirmity  of  our 
nature,  and  the  devices  of  Satan,  carried  to  excess,  and  so  it 
has  been  in  the  present  instance.  In  opposition  to  the 
ancient  canon  of  Tertullian,  "Id  esse  verum  quodcunque 
primum,  id  esse  adulterum  quodcunque  posterius,"f  a  princi- 
ple of  "developement,"  as  it  is  called,  has  been  adopted, 
calculated  to  sanction,  or  rather  actually  sanctioning,  the 
worst  errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  which  has  led  some 
to  palliate,  and  at  last  to  receive,  doctrines  from  which  they 
once  turned  with  just  abhorrence;  and  though  the  instances 
in  which  this  has  occurred  have  been  comparatively  few,  they 
have  served  to  give  a  handle  to  those  who  have  no  love  for 
our  Church,  and  perhaps  to  engender  somewhat  of  a  distrust 
of  true  Church  principles,  even  when  professed  by  those  who 
are  heartily,  and  ex  animo,  opposed  to  the  errors  and  corrup- 
tions of  the  Church  of  Rome.  And  while  we  cannot  wonder 
that  the  events  that  have  occurred,  should  excite  a  godly 
jealousy  in  those  who  know  what  Rome  is  in  creed,  but  more 
especially  what  she  is  in  practice,  I  am  sure  I  shall  not  be 

*  Sne,f  South's  Sermon,  entitled,  "  Ecclesiastical  Constitutions  to  be  Main- 
tained. 

t  Tertull.  adv.  Prax.  §  2,  Oper.  p.  405. 
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considered  as  taking  too  much  upon  me,  when  I  say  that, 
they  have  added  much  to  the  burden  of  the  difficulties  arising 
from  ordinary  or  local  causes  which  press  upon  us  as  Ministers 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  they  are  well  calculated 
to  make  us  feel  more  and  more,  that  "  our  sufficiency  is  of 
God." 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  those  grounds  of  support 
which  sustain  us  in  the  execution  of  our  sacred  office.  And 
the  first  which  I  shall  name  is  a  firm  persuasion  that  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  our  teaching  and  ministrations  is  the  truth  which 
God  has  revealed  for  the  salvation  of  men.  It  is  obvious  that 
if  we  had  any  doubt  on  this  point,  our  ministry  could  give  no 
certain  sound, — we  could  have  no  heart  for  our  work, — we 
could  have  neither  boldness  nor  constancy,  nor  fervent  zeal 
in  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  It  was  because  the  first 
preachers  of  the  Gospel  possessed  this  firm  assurance  that  what 
they  taught  was  truth,  and  that  truth  was  "the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth,"  (Rom.  i.  16),  that 
they  persevered  amidst  every  discouragement;  and,  brethren, 
it  is  a  similar  persuasion  that  must  excite  us  to  a  similar  per- 
severance. Their  persuasion  was  indeed  obtained  in  a  diffe- 
rent way  from  ours.  Theirs  sprang  from  beholding  miracles 
performed  before  their  eyes;  yet  ours  is  derived  from  a  source 
no  less  sure,  the  certain  warrant  of  Holy  Scripture,  proved  by 
a  great  chain  of  external  and  internal  evidence  to  be  the  in- 
spired word  of  the  living  God.  Here  then  is  our  rule  of  faith, 
"  the  sure  word  of  prophecy,  whereunto  we  do  well  that  we 
take  heed,  as  unto  a  light  that  shineth  in  a  dark  place,"  (2 
,  Pet.  i.  19) ;  ever  remembering  that  in  the  interpretation  of 
that  word,  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  private  judgment  is  to 
be  controlled  and  regulated  by  a  just  deference  to  the  judg- 
ment and  testimony  of  the  primitive  Church.  It  was  on  this 
principle  that  the  lieformation  in  England  was  conducted 
throughout,  nor  can  error,  whether  Romish,  or  Puritan,  or 
Rationalist,  be  successfully  refuted  on  any  other.  It  is  the 
privilege  of  the  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  England 
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that  he  finds  the  judgment  of  the  primitive  Church,  on  all 
essential  and  important  points,  expressed  with  sufficient  ful- 
ness and  clearness  in  the  standards  of  his  own  branch  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  This  is  all  that  is  needful  as  regards  him- 
self. He  knows  that  the  pious  and  learned  Reformers  of  the 
English  Church  framed  her  standards  with  reference  to  the 
judgment  of  the  primitive  Church,  and  therefore  I  repeat  as 
regards  himself,  it  is  sufficient  to  know  that  the  standards 
which  contain  the  profession  of  his  faith,  express  the  voice  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  But  as  regards  those  who  gainsay  and 
resist  the  truth,  it  will  not  be  enough  to  appeal  either  to  the 
Scriptures  or  to  our  own  standards  ;  because  they  reject  the 
latter,  and  deny  our  interpretation  of  the  former.  Plainly, 
then,  in  such  a  case  there  remains  no  other  means  of  settling 
a  controverted  point,  but  by  a  reference  to  the  prevailing 
judgment  and  testimony  of  the  primitive  Church,  which,  when 
clearly  ascertained,  as  it  generally  may  be,  ought  in  fairness 
to  decide  the  question  in  dispute.  It  is  on  this  strong  ground 
that  we  rest  our  defence  of  Episcopacy,  Infant  Baptism,  and 
many  other  tenets  and  usages  of  the  Church ;  and  it  is  on 
the  same  ground  we  reject  the  novelties  of  Rome.  But  while 
th*e  Church  of  England  has  ever  pursued  this  truly  Conser- 
vative course,  "  yet,"  to  quote  the  words  of  high  authority 
addressed  to  us  in  this  sacred  edifice  three  years  ago,  "  the  re- 
spect which  she  pays  to  the  declared  voice  of  the  primitive  Ca- 
tholic Church,  as  a  help  and  guide  for  interpreting  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  judging  of  the  Christian  doctrines,  is  a  respect  sub- 
ordinate to  that  which  she  pays  to  the  written  word  of  God; 
which  she  regards,  and  rightly  regards,  as  the  only  divine 
source  and  standard  of  religious  truth."*  Such,  then, 
Brethren,  is  the  source  whence  we  derive  our  persuasion 
that  what  we  teach  is  truth,  and  that  it  is  truth  revealed  by 
God  for  the  salvation  of  men ;  and  having  this  persuasion  of 
the  truth  and  importance  of  what  we  teach,  knowing  that  the 


*  Charge  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Toronto,  delivered  June  G,  1844. 
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faith  of  Christ  crucified  is  the  power  of  God  unto  the  salva- 
tion of  sinners, — that  through  it  all  who  believe  are  washed, 
justified,  and  sanctified,  and  so  made  meet  for  their  inheri- 
tance in  heaven, — and  that  however  that  faith  may  be  opposed 
or  perverted  now,  it  shall  at  last  be  surely  and  eternally 
triumphant,  we  are  animated  to  persevere  amidst  every  dis- 
couragement, and  amidst  evil  report  and  good  report,  whether 
men  will  hear  or  whether  they  will  forbear,  we  shall  by  God's 
grace  continue  to  bear  our  testimony  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,  and  in  his  name  beseech  men  to  be  reconciled  unto 
God. 

Again,  brethren,  we  are  supported  and  encouraged  in  the 
execution  of  our  sacred  office  by  the  consideration  that  we 
are  duly  called  and  commissioned  by  God  to  minister  in  His 
name.  Without  this,  no  one  may  venture,  whatever  may  be 
the  truth  of  the  doctrines  which  he  holds,  or  whatever  his 
ability  and  zeal,  to  assume  the  name  of  a  Minister  of  Christ, 
much  less  to  expect  a  blessing  on  his  ministrations.  »*  I  sent 
them  not,  nor  commanded  them,  therefore  they  shall  not  pro- 
fit this  people  at  all,  saith  the  Lord."  (Jeremiah  xxiii.  32.) 
"  Under  the  old  dispensation  it  was  marked  as  the  most 
dangerous  presumption  to  touch  the  ark  of  God  without 
a  divine  warrant,  nor  is  it  a  less  direct  act  of  usurpation 
to  assume  authority  in  the  Church  of  Christ  without 
a  commission  from  our  Divine  Head.  Christ  himself 
appeared  with  delegated,  not  with  self-commissioned  pow- 
ers, nor  can  we  conceive  of  an  ambassador,  a  steward,  a 
watchman,  a  messenger,  with  self-constituted  authority."* 
Hence  it  is  that  the  question  is  asked,  how  shall  they  preach 
except  they  be  sent?  hence  our  Lord  so  solemnly  conferred 
upon  the  twelve  their  Apostolic  authority ;  hence  it  was  that 
they  were  so  careful  to  ordain  elders  in  every  city,  and  to 
charge  those  to  whom  they  communicated  Episcopal  powers 
to  "  commit  the  things  which  they  had  heard  of  them  unto 


*  Bridges,  on  the  Christian  Ministry. 
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faithful  men,  who  should  be  able  to  teach  others  also"  (2 
Tim.  ii.  2.);  that  so  a  successive  Ministry  might  be  con- 
tinued unto  the  end  of  the  world.  And  thus  it  is  that  the 
commission  to  minister  in  the  name  of  Christ  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  us ;  a  commission  which,  although  conferred  through 
human  instrumentality,  is  yet  derived  from  no  human  power, 
a  commission  which  invests  the  ministry  of  him  who  bears  it 
while  faithfully  teaching  the  truth  of  Christ  with  the  solemn 
sanction,  "  He  that  heareth  you  heareth  me,  and  he  that  de- 
spiseth  you  despiseth  me,  and  he  that  despiseth  me  despiseth 
Him  that  sent  me"  (Luke  x.  16.) ;  a  commission  in  the  ab- 
sence of  which  more  harm  is  commonly  done  by  the  divisions, 
and  confusion  caused  by  the  usurpation  of  the  ministerial 
office,  than  is  likely  to  be  compensated  by  any  good  effected 
by  an  unauthorised  teaching  even  of  the  truth, — and  finally, 
a  commission  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  which  they  who  bear 
it  are  aut'.orised  to  look  for,  at  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Shep- 
herd "the  crown  of  glory  which  fadeth  not  away."  (1  Pet. 
v.  4.)  "Therefore,"  brethren,  "seeing  we  have  this  ministry, 
as  we  have  received  mercy  we  faint  not,  but  have  renounced 
the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty,  not  walking  in  craftiness, 
nor  handling  the  word  of  God  deceitfully,  but  by  manifesta- 
tion of  the  truth  commending  ourselves  to  every  man's  con- 
science in  the  sight  of  God."    (2  Cor.  iv.  1,  2.) 

The  last  general  ground  of  support  and  encouragement 
that  I  shall  mention,  is  one  whose  importance  cannot  be  over- 
rated; and  I  feel  well  assured,  brethren,  that  you  have  already 
anticipated  me,  when  I  state  this  to  be,  the  promised  blessing 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  For  as  without  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  soul,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  the 
necessary  qualification  for  the  Ministerial  office,  so  the  same 
Divine  influence  is  indispensable  to  the  successful  execution 
of  it.  In  vain  may  our  teaching  be  orthodox,  and  our  com- 
mission, as  the  Ministers  of  Christ,  regular  and  valid,  unless, 
while  we  serve  before  Him  in  our  holy  office,  He  is  pleased 
to  bless  our  ministration.    Were  the  Apostles  now  on  earth, 
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without  thist  their  preaching  would  be  in  vain,  for  "  Paul  may- 
plant  and  Apollos  water,  but  God  giveth  the  increase;  so 
then  neither  is  he  that  planteth  anything',  neither  he  that 
watereth,  but  God  who  giveth  the  increase"  (]  Cor.  iii.  6-7.); 
but,  witli  it,  the  weakest  of  God's  ministering-  servants  becomes 
the  honoured  instrument  of  extending  the  boundaries  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom,  and  saving  the  souls  of  men.  What 
hope  could  we  have  of  success  in  our  ministry,  if  we  could 
not  look  up  to  God  to  "  send  down  upon  the  congregations 
committed  to  our  charge  the  healthful  Spirit  of  His  grace, 
and  to  pour  upon  them  the  continual  dew  of  His  blessing  ?" 
But  knowing  that  it  is  the  office  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  bless 
His  own  word,  to  open  the  heart  to  attend  to  those  things 
that  we  deliver  "  out  of  God's  most  holy  word  or  agreeable  to 
the  same,"  to  bestow  faith  and  repentance,  and  all  those  fruits 
that  are  so  peculiarly  His  own,  we  are  encouraged  to  go 
forward  in  the  path  of  duty,  supported  by  the  assurance  that, 
however  weak  and  unworthy  may  be  our  ministrations,  "  the 
word  of  God  shall  not  return  unto  Him  void,  but  shall  accom- 
plish that  which  He  pleases,  and  shall  prosper  in  the  thing 
whereto  He  sent  it."  (Isa.  Jv.  11.) 

Such,  brethren,  you  will,  I  think,  agree  with  me  in  regard- 
ing as  the  great  leading  principles  which  are  to  support  and 
encourage  us  in  the  execution  of  our  sacred  office, — principles, 
whose  truth  are  like  Him  from  whom  they  emanate,  ever  un- 
varying and  unchangeable, — in  no  degree  affected  by  the 
measure  of  our  success, — capable  of  yielding  as  rich  support 
and  consolation  to  the  faithful  servant  of  Christ,  whose  labours 
seem  unproductive  of  fruit,  as  to  him  upon  whose  ministry 
there  rests  a  visible  and  signal  blessing  from  on  high.  With 
the  truth  of  God  to  preach,  with  God's  commission  to  preach 
it,  and  with  the  promise  of  God  to  bless  it,  in  the  measure 
that  seemeth  Him  good,  the  Minister  of  Christ  may  well  be 
stedfast  and  immoveable,  even  though,  like  Elijah,  he  seem 
to  stand  alone  and  the  whole  world  to  be  against  him.  But, 
although  it  is  the  will  of  God  sometimes  thus  to  try  His  minis- 
tering servants,  because  He  has  given  them  principles  that 
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will  support  them  under  any  trial,  still  He  does  not  always 
subject  their  faith  to  so  severe  a  test.  On  the  contrary,  He 
not  unfrequently  vouchsafes  to  them  manifest  tokens  of  His 
presence  and  favour,  and  enables  them  to  apply  to  themselves, 
in  its  spirit,  the  argument  of  the  wife  of  Manoah,  "If  the 
Lord  were  pleased  to  kill  us,  He  would  not  have  received  a 
burnt  offering  and  a  meat  offering  at  our  hands,  neither  would 
He  have  shewed  us  all  these  things,  nor  would,  as  at  this  time, 
have  told  us  such  things  as  these,"  (Judges  xiii.  23).  And 
having,  brethren,  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  discourse,  alluded 
to  some  of  the  local  discouragements  with  which  we  have  to 
contend  in  this  Diocese,  you  will  permit  me  briefly  to  advert 
also  to  a  few  of  those  cheering  indications  of  the  Divine  bless- 
ing, which  are  so  well  adapted  to  make  us  thank  God  and 
take  courage 

Of  the  state  of  the  Church  in  Canada,  previous  to  the  period 
when  the  humble  individual  who  now  addresses  you  entered 
this  Diocese,  he  cannot  of  course  speak  from  personal  obser- 
vation ;  though,  from  oral  histories  of  the  Canadian  Church, 
he  has  learned  to  honour  as  well  the  faithful  men  who  pre- 
ceded him,  as  those  in  whose  ranks  he  wras  permitted  to  take 
a  place;  and  he  will  ever  esteem  it  a  cause  of  thankfulness 
that  his  entrance  into  the  Diocese  was  sufficiently  early  to 
gain  for  him  the  acquaintance  and  honoured  friendship  of  two 
Right  Reverend  Fathers  in  God,*  one  of  whom  has  long  since 
entered  into  his  sainted  rest,  and  the  other,  faithfully  fulfilling 
his  course  in  a  neighbouring  Diocese,  is  still  journeying 
towards  the  same  bright  and  glorious  inheritance.  But  taking 
the  period  of  which  I  have  spoken,  let  me  contrast  the  then 
condition  of  this  portion  of  the  Church,  with  the  state  in 
which,  by  the  providence  and  grace  of  God,  it  is  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  Well  then,  brethren,  fifteen  years  ago  the 
Clergy  were  but  few  (about  forty)  in  number,  so  widely  scat- 
tered and  dispersed,  that  personal  communication  was  rare 
indeed,  and  the  existence  of  many  known  to  the  others  only 
from  a  printed  report.    Nor  were  they  only  few  in  number, 

*  The  late  Bishop  of  Quebec  and  the  present  Bishop  of  Montreal. 
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but  their  hearts  were  cast  down  and  dismayed  by  those  dark 
clouds  that  lowered  over  the  Church,— without  combination 
among  themselves,  and  with  but  little  recognition  by  the  laity 
of  the  principles  of  distinctive  Churchmanship, — while  the 
enemies  of  the  Church  were  active  and  virulent,  heaping  upon 
her  and  her  Ministers  every  species  of  calumny,  and  clamor- 
ing for  the  spoliation  of  her  property,  until  that  wicked  rebel- 
lion broke  out  that  was  so  promptly  put  down  by  the  unaided 
loyalty  of  the  people.  And  most  of  you,  brethren,  remember 
that  it  was  at  the  juncture  to  which  I  have  referred,  that  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  was  obliged  to  issue 
the  announcement  of  an  immediate  reduction  in  the  salaries 
of  the  Clergy,  and  of  the  ultimate  withdrawal  of  its  assistance 
almost  entirely  from  this  portion  of  the  Colonial  Church,  so 
that  the  future  maintenance  of  the  Church  in  Canada  became 
a  question  of  painful  interest,  while  the  prospect  of  Upper 
Canada  becoming  a  separate  Diocese,  with  a  Bishop  of  its 
own,  seemed  remote  indeed.  What,  let  me  ask,  is  our  condi- 
tion now?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that,  within  the  period  I  have 
mentioned,  the  number  of  the  Clergy  was  nearly  tripled,*  and 
that  a  combined  action  for  the  promotion  of  true  religion  and 
the  welfare  of  the  Church  has  been  established  among  them, 
partly  by  means  of  Clerical  Associations,  but  more  especially 
by  the  Church  Society  of  this  Diocese,  whose  fifth  cheering 
anniversary  we  yesterday  celebrated,  and  whose  progressive 
success  has  been  so  signal  as  to  have  called  for  the  especial 
notice  of  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel,  in  its  Re- 
port for  1846,  as  an  instance  of  "the  independent  exertions 
of  The  Church  Societies  in  the  Colonies."  Nor  is  the  con- 
trast less  striking  in  reference  to  the  sounder  tone  of  feeling 
that  now  prevails  with  regard  to  the  true  principles  of  the 
Church.  We  now  find  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  visible  Church 
becoming  more  and  more  recognised,  together  with  the  impor- 
tance of  maintaining  its  unity,  and  the  evil  and  sin  of  religious 
division;  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  instead  of  the  con- 

*  In  the  recent  Charge  of  the  Lord  Bishop,  the  nuinher  of  the  Clergy  now 
in  the  Diocese  of  Toronto  was  stated  to  be  US. 
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tributions  of  the  members  of  the  Church  being  distributed, 
with  thoughtless  inconsistency,  towards  the  promotion  of  reli- 
gious error  in  its  various  shades,  they  are  now,  with  a  far 
more  liberal  hand,  as  well  as  with  a  better  conscience,  poured 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Church ;  and,  hence,  the  Church  has 
acquired  that  moral  weight  and  influence,  which,  while  they 
enable  her  to  be  more  extensively  useful,  render  it  indispen- 
sable that  her  feelings  and  wishes  should  be  consulted  on  all 
matters  of  a  public  nature  affecting  the  interests  of  religion 
within  this  Diocese.  But,  brethren,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  conclude  this  hasty  review  without  noticing  one  of  the  most 
encouraging  circumstances  to  which  I  could  advert,  I  mean, 
that,  since  the  period  I  have  mentioned,  Upper  Canada  has 
been  constituted  a  separate  Diocese,  under  the  Episcopal 
government  of  one,  of  whom,  if  I  were  to  presume  to  speaky 
I  should  not  know  whether  to  say,  first,  that  his  truly  paternal 
kindness  to  his  Clergy  has  secured  for  him  their  gratitude  an'd 
love,  or  that  his  indefatigable  labours  and  unwearied  devoted- 
ness  in  the  discharge  of  his  high  and  sacred  office,  have  won 
for  him  the  tribute  of  their  respect  and  admiration;  and  now 
that  a  provision  has  at  length,  with  tardy  justice,  been  made 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Episcopate,  we  may,  on  this  occa- 
sion, use  the  language  of  mutual  congratulation  and  thankful- 
ness, upon  what  we  may  regard  as  the  permanent  organisation 
of  the  Church  in  this  Diocese,  (rendered  still  more  complete 
by  the  preservation  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  York),  not  for- 
getting to  add  our  fervent  aspirations  for  its  still  further  ex- 
tension, until  every  portion  of  this  immense  Diocese  shall  be 
fully  and  efficiently  supplied  with  the  ministrations  of  the 
Church  of  the  Living  God,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth. 

And  now,  brethren,  what  though  our  office  be  an  arduous 
one,  and  our  difficulties  and  discouragements  many,  greater 
is  He  that  is  for  us  than  all  that  are  against  us.  What  though 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  obstacles  attending  the  execution 
of  the  ministerial  office,  we  have  to  contend  with  that  exces- 
sive care  of  this  world,  and  that  too  eager  desire  for  this 
world's  good,  which  are  perhaps  more  peculiarly  experienced 
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iri  a  new  country, — with  that  religious  division  which  so  sadly 
abounds, — with  the  apathy  and  inconsistency  of  some  among  the 
laity, — and  with  that  forgetfulness  of  their  duty  to  the  Church 
which  is  so  often  found  in  those  who  are  in  power, — still  not 
only  do  we  find  abundant  encouragement  in  remembering 
whose  word  we  minister,  whose  commission  we  bear,  and 
upon  whose  promised  blessing  we  can  rely, — but  also  seeing 
the  clouds  we  once  so  much  dreaded  gradually  breaking,  and 
giving  place  to  a  serene  and  brighter  sky, — beholding  the  to- 
kens of  the  Divine  blessing  in  the  increasing  prosperity  of 
our  Zion,  we  are  animated  to  thank  God  for  the  past  and  to 
trust  Him  for  the  future.  And  even  though  our  hearts  have 
been  deeply  saddened  and  perplexed  by  the  departure  from 
the  pure  faith  of  Christ  of  some  of  our  brethren  in  England, 
yet  even  here  we  are  not  left  without  some  alleviating  consid- 
erations. That  these  perversions  have  been  but  few,  we  know, 
if  in  no  other  way  at  least  in  this,  that  the  same  unholy  triumph 
by  which  those  that  have  taken  place  have  been  trumpeted  to 
the  world,  would  have  taken  care  to  chronicle  others  also  if 
they  had  occurred.  We  know,  also,  that  the  accessions  of  the 
ministers  of  Dissent  and  Romanism  to  the  Communion  of  the 
Church,  have  been  manifold  more  than  the  defections  from  it.* 
And  in  regard  to  the  general  state  of  the  Church  in  the  Mo- 
ther Countries,  we  have  the  following  testimony  from  an 
Irish  Prelate,  whose  piety,  learning,  and  talents,  are  of  the 
highest  order,  and  to  whose  words,  the  fact  of  his  having  writ- 
ten with  great  power  in  opposition  to  the  extreme  errors  of 
the  later  numbers  of  the  Oxford  Tracts  may  perhaps  impart 
additional  weight.  "  I  believe,"  writes  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Ossory,f  "  that  while  at  no  former  period  did  the  clergy 

*  Out  of  a  great  number  of  facts  that  might  be  adduced  to  substantiate  the 
correctness  of  this  statement,  let  it  suffice  to  adduce  the  two  following.  The 
first,  as  given  in  a  late  number  of  "  The  Church,"  is,  that  there  are  no  less 
than  30  (other  accounts  say  40)  gentlemen,  formerly  Dissenting  Preachers, 
studying  at  the  College  of  St.  Bees,  in  Cumberland,  with  a  view  to  enter  the 
Church  of  England.  The  second  is,  that  the  conversion  of  Roman  ^atholic 
Priests  to  the  Church  of  England,  had  become  so  numerous  in  Ireland  as  to 
lead  to  the  formation  of  a  "  Priest  Protection  Society"  in  that  country. 

f  In  a  published  Charge  to  his  Clergy. 
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manifest  more  piety  and  zeal,  there  never  was  a  period  ill 
which  they  were  so  soundly  informed,  and  in  particular  the 
true  principles  of  our  Church  were  never  so  well  known  by 
her  ministers,  and  never  more  deeply  valued.  I  believe  that 
this  is  the  case  in  England.  I  am  sure  it  is  so  among 
ourselves."  And  in  contemplating  the  state  of  religion  in 
this  Diocese,  we  have  reason  to  bless  God  that  not  only  has 
no  defection  to  Rome  taken  place  among  ourselves,  but  that 
there  is  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  slightest  leaning  in  any  quar- 
towards  that  corrupt  communion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  firm 
determination,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  live  and  die  loyal  and 
devoted  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  England* 

Brethren,  upon  this  occasion,  on  the  language  of  exhorta- 
tion I  will  not  venture, — when  one  of  the  weakest  among 
you  speaks,  be  that  language  reserved  for  him  whose  office 
will  give  it  weight.  But  while  I  refrain  from  uttering  words 
of  exhortation,  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  those  of  supplica- 
tion >•  and  therefore  I  would  say,  may  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  impress  upon  us  all  the  conviction  of  our  own  inherent 
weakness  and  insufficiency,  and  dispose  us  wholly  to  rely 
upon  the  power  and  grace  of  God, — may  He  cause  us  ever 
to  remember  that  we  have  the  treasure  of  Christ's  ministry 
"  in  earthen  vessels,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be 
of  God  and  not  of  us,"  (2  Cor.  iv.  7.) — may  He  imprint  upon 
our  hearts  still  more  deeply  the  great  doctrines  of  Catholic 
truth,  preserved  in  their  purity  by  the  exercise  of  the  Protes- 
tant principles  of  the  Church  of  England, — may  He  unite  the 
Clergy  of  this  and  every  other  Diocese  in  affectionate  and 
deferential  attachment  to  their  Bishop  as  the  centre  of  unity 
therein, — and  may  He  guard  them  against  what  is  one  of  the 
great  dangers  to  the  Church  at  the  present  day,  the  temp- 
tation to  make  passing  events  the  occasion  of  exaggerating 
those  differences  of  opinion  which,  in  consequence  of  human 
infirmity,  and  different  degrees  of  advancement  in  religious 
knowledge,  must,  in  our  present  imperfect  state,  exist  among 
the  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Happy  is  it  for  the 
peace  of  the  Church,  that  while  she  requires  a  strict  adhe- 
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rence  to  her  fundamental  principles,  she  yet,  with  the  con- 
sciousness of  truth,  allows  her  children  a  certain  latitude  on 
minor  points,  neither  insisting,  as  does  each  of  the  subdivi- 
sions of  sectarianism,  on  a  rigid  conformity  of  modes  of 
expression  and  even  of  thought,  nor  suppressing  all  discus- 
sion as  does  the  spiritual  despotism  of  the  Church  of  Rome ; 
for,  to  adopt  the  words  of  a  distinguished  living  divine, 
"  within  certain  limits  the  Church  of  England  permits  her 
children  piously  to  inquire,  and  fearlessly  to  discuss;  for 
unless  this  were  so,  either  all  discussion  would  cease,  and  the 
result  would  be  a  spiritual  stagnation  and  apathy,  than  which 
few  things  can  be  more  injurious  to  the  cause  of  truth,  or 
discussion  would  always  lead  to  a  breach  of  communion,  and 
split  us  into  factions  and  sects."*  May  we,  then,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  liberty,  ever  preserve  "the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace."  May  the  efforts  of  Rome  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  Dissent  on  the  other,  impress  upon  us 
the  duty  of  "  standing  fast  in  one  mind,  with  one  spirit, 
striving  together  for  the  faith  of  the  Gospel,"  "  with  one 
mind  and  one  mouth  glorifying  God,"  taking  our  stand  on 
what  we  all  acknowledge  to  be  the  best  exponent  of  Sacred 
Scripture,  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  And  when  at 
length  we  shall  be  called  to  give  an  account  of  our  steward- 
ship  (last  month's  awful  summons  of  a  fellow-labourer  warns 
us  we  know  not  how  soon  this  may  bef),  when  we  are  resign- 
ing at  once  our  spirits  and  our  ministry  into  the  hands  of 
God,  may  we  be  supported  in  the  review  of  our  manifold 
unworthiness  and  imperfection,  by  an  undivided  reliance  on 
the  blood-bought  salvation  of  our  Redeemer,  Christ,  and  by 
the  blessed  truth,  that  whether  as  members  or  ministers  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  whether  for  time  or  for  eternity,  all 
66  our  sufficiency  is  of  God." 

*  The  Rev.  Dr.  Hook's  "  Call  to  Union  on  the  principles  of  the  English 
Reformation." 

f  The  Rev.  Thomas  Fidler,  late  Missionary  at  Fenelon  Falls,  whose  melan- 
choly death  by  drowning  is  recorded  in  "  The  Church"  of  the  21&t  May. 


